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Ensuring Full Literacy in a Multicultural and Digital World Outputs 
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Dataset. In Proceedings of the 2021 Conference of the North American Chapter of the Association for 
Computational Linguistics: Human Language Technologies (NAACL-HLT), 3129-3142. 
dx.doi.org/10.18653/v1/2021.naacl-main.251 

C 

Yildirim-Erbasli, S.N., Demmans Epp, C., Bulut, O., *Cui, Y. (2023). Design and Evaluation of a Conversational 
Agent for Formative Assessment in Higher Education. In Blikstein, P., Van Aalst, J., Kizito, R., & Brennan, K. 
(Eds.), Proceedings of the 17th International Conference of the Learning Sciences - ICLS 202, 194-201. 
https://repository.isls.org//handle/1/10099  

R 

*Zhang, C., & Abdul-Mageed, M. (2022). Improving Social Meaning Detection with Pragmatic Masking and 
Surrogate Fine-Tuning. In Proceedings of the 12th Workshop on Computational Approaches to Subjectivity, 
Sentiment & Social Media Analysis (ACL 2022), 141-156. https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2022.wassa-1.14  

R 

Zhang, C., Nagoudi, E. & Abdul-Mageed, M. (2022). Decay No More: A Persistent Twitter Dataset for Learning 
Social Meaning. In Proceedings of the 16th International AAAI Conference on Web and Social Media (ICWSM 
2022). https://doi.org/10.36190/2022.92 [Best system paper]  

R 

 
Reports, briefs and other forms of grey literature 

Allen, K., Bull, A., Harden, P., Hart, S., Koellinger, P., Kraftl, P., Mitchell, C., Noble, K., Nxumale, F., Obradovic, J., 
Porter. T., Steyer, L., Tefera, A., Wolf, S., Jasińska, K., and Williamson, B. (2022). Individual Differences and the 
Influences on Learning. UNESCO International Science and Evidence-based Education (ISEE) Assessment. Future 
of Education. UNESCO. https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382540.locale=en  

R 

*Burchell, D., *Raymond, K., Selvachandran, K., Huo, M. & Chen, X. (2020).  Le laboratoire linguistique 
multilingue présente: Langue et alphabétisation # 1. Communication, 13 (1 "Early Spring"). 

C 

https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2022.wanlp-1.7
http://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-030-52237-7_28
https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2022.acl-long.47
https://aclanthology.org/2022.osact-1.1
https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2023.eacl-main.224
http://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.6852952
http://dx.doi.org/10.18653/v1/2022.acl-long.440
https://www.aclweb.org/anthology/2021.bea-1.7
http://dx.doi.org/10.18653/v1/2021.naacl-main.251
https://repository.isls.org/handle/1/10099
https://doi.org/10.18653/v1/2022.wassa-1.14
https://doi.org/10.36190/2022.92
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000382540.locale=en


Jasińska, K. & *Ball M. C. (2022) Lessons in Education Quality, Equity, and Digitization from on-the-ground. 
Developmental Science Research in Côte d’Ivoire. Etats Généraux de L’education et de L'alphabétisation - Côte 
d’Ivoire. National Ministry of Education of Côte d’Ivoire. 

R 

Kembou, S., Wolf, S., Jasińska, K., & Ogan, A. (2022). Child labor activities and schooling decisions in rural Côte 
d'Ivoire. Generating Evidence to Support the Elimination of Child Labour, Forced Labour and Human Trafficking, 
International Labour Organization. https://rtaconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Kembou.pdf  

R 

Li, G., Yeung, H. H., Ferreira, J., Mei, Z., & Inomoto, S. (2023). Literacy Engagement Through "Racing Readers": 
Affective and Academic Impacts of University Student Volunteers Mentoring Superdiverse Children. Research 
Brief offered to the SFU-TD Community Engagement Centre. Link: https://ubcca-
my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/jfeitosa_student_ubc_ca/Documents/Racing%20Readers%20Research%20-
%20UBC/Research%20Report/RacingReaders_ResearchBrief%206.29.23.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=1ILgJg  

C 

Werker, J. F., et al1. Impact of Covid-19 on Language and Literacy in Canada2. Royal Society of Canada. 2021. 
https://rsc-src.ca/en/covid-19-policy-briefing-recent/impact-covid-19-language-and-literacy-in-canada  

C 

1 17 members of the Ensuring Full Literacy Team contributed to the RSC report.  
2 Abbreviated versions of these articles were also published as op-eds in The Globe and Mail and links can be 

found in the below list. 

• Abdul-Mageed, M. (2021) Negotiating the Pandemic Twitterverse. Royal Society of Canada, 87-89. (The 
Globe and Mail article here.) 
• *Afreen, A., & Norton, B. (2021) COVID-19 and Heritage Language Learning. Royal Society of Canada, 43-
45. (The Globe and Mail article here.) 
• Byers-Heinlein, K., Li, G., *Orena, A. J., & *Levesque, K. (2021) The Benefits of Being Raised Bilingually. 
Royal Society of Canada, 30-36. (The Globe and Mail article here.) 
• Craig, S., Daurio, M., Kaufman, D., Perlin, R., & Turin, M. (2021) The Unequal Effects of COVID-19 on 
Multilingual Immigrant Communities. Royal Society of Canada, 93-97. (The Globe and Mail article here.) 
• Curtin, S., & Werker, J. F. (2021) The Journey to Language and Literacy Starts in the Cradle. Royal Society 
of Canada, 11-15. (The Globe and Mail article here.) 
• Fyshe, A., & Werker, J. F. (2021) The Upside of Online: Psychology Studies During the Pandemic. Royal 
Society of Canada, 65-67. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Hii, Y., & Yeung, H. (2021) COVID Reminded Us That Childcare is Essential: Let's Make it Universal Too. 
Royal Society of Canada, 61-64. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Hipfner-Boucher, K., & Chen, X. (2021) Why (and How) to Gift Your Child a World of Words. Royal Society 
of Canada, 16-20. (Globe and Mail article here.) 
• Joanisse, M. (2021) Meeting the Challenge of Dyslexia in the Pandemic and Beyond. Royal Society of 
Canada, 21-25. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Li, G., Dobrin-De Grâce, R., Sun, Z., Haslip, M., *Burchell, D., Rivard-Dexter, J., & Chen, X. (2021) 
Promoting Second Language Learning During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Parents' and Teachers' Coping 
Strategies. Royal Society of Canada, 51-56. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• *Mangardich, H., Werker, J. F., & Rvachew, S. (2021) Beneficial Ways to Use Child Screen Time During 
the Pandemic and Beyond. Royal Society of Canada, 71-74. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Rosenblum, D. (2021) Virtual Visits: Indigenous Language Reclamation During a Pandemic. Royal Society 
of Canada, 46-50. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Rvachew, S. (2021) Children's Well Being As We Emerge From the Pandemic. Royal Society of Canada, 68-
70. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Thomson, J., & Deacon, H. (2021) Technology and a Child's Journey to Literacy. Royal Society of Canada, 
75-78. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• White, K. S., & Curtin, S. (2021) Language Learning in a Multicultural Society. Royal Society of Canada, 37-
42. (The Globe and Mail article here). 
• Yeung, H., Curtin, S., & Werker, J. F. (2021) Face-Mask and Language Development: Reasons to Worry? 
Royal Society of Canada, 79-83. (The Globe and Mail article here). 

 

 

 

https://rtaconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Kembou.pdf
https://ubcca-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/jfeitosa_student_ubc_ca/Documents/Racing%20Readers%20Research%20-%20UBC/Research%20Report/RacingReaders_ResearchBrief%206.29.23.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=1ILgJg
https://ubcca-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/jfeitosa_student_ubc_ca/Documents/Racing%20Readers%20Research%20-%20UBC/Research%20Report/RacingReaders_ResearchBrief%206.29.23.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=1ILgJg
https://ubcca-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/jfeitosa_student_ubc_ca/Documents/Racing%20Readers%20Research%20-%20UBC/Research%20Report/RacingReaders_ResearchBrief%206.29.23.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=1ILgJg
https://rsc-src.ca/en/covid-19-policy-briefing-recent/impact-covid-19-language-and-literacy-in-canada
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-social-media-and-the-pandemic-what-were-learning-from-the-twitterverse/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-covid-19-and-heritage-learning-how-community-based-language-schools/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-the-benefits-of-being-raised-bilingually/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-the-unequal-effects-of-covid-19-on-multilingual-immigrant-communities/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-building-blocks-of-language-learning-formed-in-infancy-and-video/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-psychology-research-during-the-pandemic-the-upside-of-being-online
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-covid-has-reminded-us-that-childcare-is-essential-lets-make-it/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-why-and-how-to-gift-your-child-a-world-of-words/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-meeting-the-challenge-of-dyslexia-in-the-pandemic-and-beyond/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-promoting-second-language-learning-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-beneficial-ways-to-use-child-screen-time-during-the-pandemic-and/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-virtual-visits-indigenous-language-reclamation-during-a-pandemic/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-childrens-wellbeing-in-focus-as-we-emerge-from-the-pandemic/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-how-technology-can-assist-a-childs-journey-to-literacy/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-language-learning-in-a-multicultural-society/
https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/article-face-mask-use-and-language-development-reasons-to-worry/


Conference, poster presentations and workshops 

Abdul Mageed, M. (2021, November 10-11). Improving Similar Language Translation with Transfer Learning. 
Conference on Machine Translation, Punta Cana, Dominican Republic. 

C 

Abdul Mageed, M. (2021, November 5). Deep Learning for Global Well-Being. Advanced Micro Devices, Inc. 
(AMD). Virtual. 

R 

Abdul Mageed, M, *Adebara, I., Talafha, B., *Zhang, C., & Khondaker, M. T. I. (2022, August 8-12). 
Fundamentals on Deep Learning. Quantitative Training for Intersectional Diversity in Engineering Workshop. 
University of Toronto, Canada. https://quanttide.ca [Workshop] 

C 

Abdul Mageed, M. (2022, December 8). A Benchmark Study of Contrastive Learning for Arabic Social Meaning. 
The Seventh Arabic Natural Language Processing Workshop (EMNLP 2022), Abu Dhabi, UAE 

C 

Abdul Mageed, M. (2022, November 27). Better Deep Learning for Speech and Language Processing. NYU Abu 
Dhabi Computer Science Seminar Series, Abu Dhabi, UAE.   

R 

Abdul Mageed, M. (2022, June 20-25). TURJUMAN: A Public Toolkit for Neural Arabic Machine Translation. The 
5th Workshop on Open-Source Arabic Corpora and Processing Tools (LREC 2022). 

C 

Abdul Mageed, M. (2023, May 17). Roundtable Discussion on Arabic Language Technology. King Salman Global 
Academy for Arabic Language. Riyadh, KSA. 

R 

Abdulrasul, H., *Ball, M.C., *Whitehead, H., *Buhôt, L., *Capani, A. & Jasińska, K. (2022, October 9-12). Impact 
of interrupted schooling on the development of the brain’s capacity for reading: Examining neural systems for 
reading in Syrian refugee children in Canada [Poster presentation]. Society for functional Near Infrared 
Spectroscopy, Boston, MA. 

R 

*Adebara, I., Abdul-Mageed, M., & Silfverberg, M. (2021, April 19). Translating the Unseen? Yoruba →English 
MT in Low-Resource, Morphologically-Unmarked Settings [Poster presentation]. AfricanNLP (EACL 2021). 
Virtual. 

C 

Azoh, F. J., Goin Bi., Z. T., Guei, S., & Jasińska, K. (2020, December). Case Study: Côte d’Ivoire. Learning at the 
Bottom of the Pyramid 2: Applying Research to Policy and Practice. UNESCO. Invited. Virtual. 

R 

*Ball, M., Curran, E., Tanoh, F., Akpé, H., *Nematova, S. & Jasińska, K. (2021, April 7-9). Bilingual Home and 
School Environments Impact Children’s Language and Literacy Outcomes in Sub-Saharan Africa [Poster 
presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development. Virtual. Nominated for SRCD Student and Early 
Career Council Poster Award. 

R 

*Cai, M., & Demmans Epp, C. (2022, June 22-24). Modeling Cognitive Load and Affect in Interactive Game-
based Learning Based on Physiological Features [Conference presentation]. ACM International Conference on 
Interactive Media Experiences (IMX), Aveiro, Portugal. 

C 

Caswell, L., Cui, A., *Orena, A.J., & Werker, J.F. (2021, February 13). Examining voice discrimination in young 
children: An online study [Poster presentation]. Language Sciences Undergraduate Research Conference 
(LSURC), University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC. Virtual. 

C 

Caswell, L., *Orena, A.J., & Werker, J.F. (2021, April 9). Twelve-month-old infants’ ability to tell different voices 
apart [Poster presentation]. Psychology Undergraduate Research Conference (PURC), University of British 
Columbia, Vancouver, BC. Virtual. 

C 

Chen, K., *Orena, A.J., Chia, R., & Werker, J. F. (2021, November). Telling voices apart through a cochlear 
implant: a study of 3- to 6-year-old children [Poster presentation]. Meeting of the Acoustical Society of America, 
Seattle, WA, United States.  

R 

Chen, L., Perfetti, C., Fang, X., *Teodorescu, D., Demmans Epp, C., & Fyshe, A. (2022, July 13-16). Lexical, 
Syntactic, and Proficiency factors in incremental reading comprehension: Comparisons of first and second 
language readers of English [Conference presentation]. Society for the Scientific Study of Reading Annual 
Meeting (SSSR) Annual Meeting 2022, Newport Beach, CA, USA. 

C 

Chen, X., Hipfner-Boucher, K., *Burchell, D., & Koh, P.-W., (2021, April). The role of morphological awareness in 
reading comprehension among Canadian children enrolled in French immersion programs [Symposium]. 2021 
Annual Meeting of the American Educational Research Association. Virtual. 

C 

Deacon, S. H. (2022, April 25). How children handle the complexities of what they read [Paper presentation]. 
The Education University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, China. Virtual. 

C 

https://quanttide.ca/


Deacon, S. H. (2022, March 14). Breaking into reading: Skills that drive children’s reading development [Paper 
presentation]. 2022 Donald G. Doehring Memorial Lecture, McGill University School of Communication 
Sciences & Disorders, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. Virtual. 

C 

Deacon, S. H. (2022, March 25). Language skills that enable reading [Webinar]. Learning Disabilities Institute’s 
47th Annual Conference, Montreal, Quebec, Canada. Virtual. 

C 

Deacon, S. H., *Hartlin, S., *Ryken, A., *Elgendi, M., *MacKay, E., Sorenson Duncan, T., Frempong, G. (2022, 
July 18-20). What children bring to reading through elementary school [Paper presentation]. Canadian Society 
for Brain, Behaviour and Cognitive Science Meeting, Halifax, Canada. 

C 

Deacon, S. H., *Ryken, A., Kadam, R., & Frempong, G. (2022, January 26). Identifying the language skills that 
children need to succeed in learning to read: Success and opportunities [Paper presentation]. Inter-University 
Research Network Spring Symposium. Virtual. 

C 

Demmans Epp, C. (2020) Using Analytics and Artificial Intelligence to Support Language Learner Decision 
Making. Harnessing the Potentials of Technology to Support Self-Directed Language Learning in Online Learning 
Settings, Japan. Keynote. 

R 

*Elgendi, M., Sorenson Duncan, T., & Deacon, S.H. (2023, June 23-25). How does children's understanding of 
sentences relate to their reading comprehension? Considering basic and difficult sentences in the oral and 
written domain [Poster Presentation]. Canadian Psychological Association (CPA) 2023 Conference, Toronto, ON, 
Canada. 

C 

Fallah, Z., Nair, R., Sun, X., & Werker, J. F. (March 18, 2023). How infants and toddlers learn to associate word 
meanings [Poster presentation]. Multidisciplinary Undergraduate Research Conference (MURC), University of 
British Columbia, Vancouver, BC, Canada. *3rd Place MURC Poster Award 

C 

Firoozi, T., Abadi, A. N., Demmans Epp, C., Bulut, O., Barbosa, D. (2022, April 21 – 24). The effect of word vector 
representation and linguistic features on the accuracy of automated essay scoring systems using neural 
networks [Conference presentation]. National Council on Measurement in Education (NCME), San Diego, CA, 
USA. 

R 

Fyshe, A. (2021). Do we need to understand the brain before AI can benefit? ICLR Workshop: How Can Findings 
About the Brain Improve AI Systems. Virtual. 

C 

Fyshe, A. (2022, May). What can AI tell us about the brain, and what can the brain tell us about AI? AI Week. 
Edmonton, AB. Invited Keynote. 

C 

Fyshe, A. (2022) What’s AI got to do with the brain? AI4Good Lab. Virtual. C 

González Esparza, L. M., *Cai, M., Palestino Díaz, I., Rebolledo Méndez, G., Cutumisu, M., & Demmans Epp, C. 
(2023, August 22-26). Automatically detecting affect in computerized learning environments: A systematic 
literature review [Conference presentation]. European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction 
(EARLI) Conference 2023, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece. 

C 

Gunderson, L., Li, G., Zhen, F., & Lin, Z. (2023, May 31). An exploration of the mystery of differences in 
achievement between Mandarin- and Cantonese-speaking students [Paper presentation]. The Canadian 
Society for Studies in Education (LLRC, CSSE) 2023, York University, Toronto, ON, Canada. 

C 

Jasińska, K. (2020, December). Children’s Reading Development in Low-Literacy, Low-Resource Environments: 
Insights from Cognitive Neuroscience. Department of Education and Child Protection. Save the Children. Virtual. 
Invited. 

R 

Jasińska, K. (2023, October). Educational Neuroscience and Global Child Development. Expert Meeting on the 
Learning Sciences. UNESCO. Paris, France. Invited. 

R 

Joanisse, M. (2023, March 23). What the science of reading teaches us about teaching children to read 
[Presentation]. 48e Congrès annuel de l’Institut des troubles d’apprentissage. Virtual. 

R 

Karimiabdolmaleki, M., *Farias Wanderley, L., Cutumisu, M.*, & Demmans Epp, C. (2023, August 22-26). 
Identifying negative language transfer in the English writing of Chinese and Farsi native speakers [Conference 
presentation]. European Association for Research on Learning and Instruction (EARLI) Conference 2023, 
Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece. 

C 

  

  



Khan, F., Wortsman, B., *Whitehead, H., Hannon, J., Sulik, M., Obradovic, J. & Jasińska, K. (2023, March 23-25). 
Modeling the associations between socioeconomic risk factors, executive function components, and literacy 
among children in rural Côte d’Ivoire [Poster presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Salt 
Lake City, UT, USA. 

R 

Li, G., Lin, Z., & *Zhen, F. (2023, May 30). Impact of home literacy environment changes through the 
pandemic on Chinese-Canadian children’s early biliteracy development  [Paper presentation]. The Canadian 
Society for Studies in Education (CAREC, CSSE) 2023, York University, Toronto, ON, Canada. 

C 

Li, G., *Zhen, F., Lin, Z., & Gunderson, L. (2023, May 31). The impact of COVID-19 on early English reading 
development of Chinese-English bilinguals: A longitudinal analysis [Paper presentation]. The Canadian Society 
for Studies in Education (LLRC, CSSE) 2023, York University, Toronto, ON, Canada. 

C 

Li, G., Sun, Z., Ji, X. R., & *Zhen, F.B. (2022, Nov. 2022). Unpacking Chinese-English bilingual vocabulary 
knowledge gaps among Chinese Canadian first graders: A mixed-methods approach. Literacy Research 
Association annual conference, Phoenix, Arizona. 

C 

Mak, V., Cui, A. X., *Campbell, J., Youngers., & Werker, J.F. (2021, November). Cultural priming 
facilitates bilingual infant language-learning. Oral presentation by V. Mak at the Harvard Trends in Psychology 
conference (TiPS), Harvard University, Vambridge, MA, USA. Virtual. 

C 

*Pérez Valle, C. & *Matthews, T. (2022) The Need for Cultural Responsiveness in Phonological Assessments. 
Lecture on Phonological Disorders. McGill University. Montréal, QC, Canada. 

C 

*Pérez Valle, C. (2023, January 30). Midterm Meeting: Research Interests & Policy Project Goals. Start with 
Equity. Fellowship at the Children’s Equity Project. Arizona State University. Virtual.  

R 

*Pérez Valle, C. (2022, March 09) Phonics Instruction: A Retrospection. Seminar on Language Acquisition Issues 
by Dr Gigi Luk. Mcgill University. Virtual. 

R 

*Pérez Valle, C. (2022, November 11). Research Design: Exploring the Use of Diverse Children’s Literature 
Among Canadian Speech-Language Pathologists. School of Communication Sciences Disorder (SCSD) Research 
Day 2021, McGill University. Virtual. 

C 

Perfetti, C.A., Chen, L., Oralova, G., Demmans Epp, C., Fyshe, A., *Teodorescu, D. (2023, June 28-30). Reading 
Comprehension Word-by-Word: Comparing L1 and L2 readers using authentic texts and multiple measures. 
2023 Annual Meeting of the Society for Text and Discourse (ST&D), Oslo, Norway. 

C 

*Raymond, K., *Abuosbeh, Z., *Chin, M., *Burchell, D. & Chen, X. (2022, April). Best practices for teaching and 
learning: in-person and online. Ontario Modern Language Teachers Conference. Virtual. 

C 

*Raymond, K., Chen, X., & Genesse, F. (2021, October 21-23). A school-based early reading intervention for 
struggling readers in French immersion. Annual International Dyslexia Association Conference: Reading, Literacy 
& Learning. Virtual. 

C 

Rvachew, S. & Thompson, D. (2020, November 4). Gender Differences in Early Literacy Development. Webinar 
presented to SAC members on invitation by Speech-Language Pathology Canada. Invited. 

C 

Rvachew, S. (2022, November 23). Assessment of Children with Speech Sound Disorders: Identification and 
Treatment Options for Subtypes. Invited presentation to the Halifax Regional Centre for Education. 

R 

Rvachew, S. (2022, April 28). Assessment of Children with Speech Sound Disorders: Identification of Subtypes. 
Speech-Language and Audiology Canada, SAC 2022 Speech-Language Pathology Virtual Conference, Invited 
Workshop. 

R 

Rvachew, S. (2022, April 28). Promoting the Acquisition of Literacy in At-Risk Preschoolers. Speech-Language 
and Audiology Canada, SAC 2022 Speech-Language Pathology Virtual Conference, Invited Workshop. 

C 

*Sun, X., Chen, J., Siu, C., Deacon, H., & Werker, J. F. (2023, October). Morphological processing in the 
preliterate bilingual brain [Poster presentation]. Fifteenth Annual Meeting of the Society for Neurobiology of 
Language, Marseille, France.  

C 

*Sun, X., & Werker, J. F. (2023, September). Morphological processing in the preliterate bilingual brain. 
Yale/Wu Tsai Institute: fNIRS workshop, New Haven, CT, USA. 

C 

*Thompson, D., *Matthews, T., & Rvachew, S. (2022, November 18). The Role of Sex and Inhibitory Control in 
Young Children's Learning from Digital Stories Online [Poster presentation]. 2022 American Speech-Language 
and Hearing Association Conference, New Orleans. 

C 



*Wang, S., *Burchell, D., Hipfner-Boucher, K., & Chen, X. (2023, April). Examining English Phonological 
Awareness Among Early French Immersion Students in Canada. American Educational Research Association 
Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, USA. 

C 

Werker, J.F. (2022, May 1). Perceptual beginnings to first language acquisition: Class 5 talk (Psychology & 
Cognitive Science, Economics & Political Science, Anthropology, Sociology). National Academy of Sciences, NAS 
Washington, DC, USA. Invited 

C 

Werker, J.F. (2022, November 17). Foundations of language acquisition in infancy: implications for later 
development. Science for Education: An International Approach, UNESCO Science of Education Chair Meeting, 
Brazilian Academy of Sciences, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Virtual. Invited 

C 

Werker, J.F. (2021, December). Impact of COVID-19 on Language and Literacy in Canada. Presentation of Royal 
Society Task Force Report on Language and Literacy to ABC Life Literacy Canada Stakeholders. Virtual. 

C 

Werker, J.F. (2021, October). Ensuring full literacy in a multicultural and digital world. Presentation to the READ 
Literacy Outreach Group. Virtual. 

C 

*Whitehead, H., *Ball. M.C., Wolf, S., Ogan. A., Kembou, S. & Jasińska, K. (2023, March 23-25). Variability in 
the age of schooling contributes to the link between literacy and numeracy in Côte d’Ivoire [Poster 
presentation]. Society for Research in Child Development, Salt Lake City, UT, USA. 

R 

*Whitehead, H., *Buhot, L., *Ball, M.C., *Capani, A. & Jasińska, K. (2022, September). Impact of interrupted 
schooling on the development of the brain’s capacity for reading: Examining neural systems for reading in 
Syrian refugee children in Canada [Poster presentation]. West NIRS conference, London, ON, Canada. 

C 

Wortsman, B., *Capani, A., *Brice, H., *Ball, M.C., *Whitehead, H., Ogan, A., Wolf, S. & Jasińska, K. (2023, 
March). Risk and resilience factors for primary school dropout in Côte d’Ivoire. Society for Research in Child 
Development, Salt Lake City, UT, USA. 

R 

Xi, Y., Demmans Epp, C. (2023, July 20-22). A Matthew Effect in Reading Intervention. Society for the Scientific 
Study of Reading Annual Meeting (SSSR), Port Douglas, Australia. 

C 

 
TED Talks (Counted under ‘Other’ in report) 

Fyshe, A. (2023, February). Does AI actually understand us? [Video]. TED Conferences. 
https://www.ted.com/talks/alona_fyshe_does_ai_actually_understand_us 

TEDx Talks. (2023, July 3). Kicked while you’re down: the high cost of disability in school systems | Diana Burchell | 
TEDxUofT [Video]. YouTube. https://youtu.be/77cz9iUeDaY?feature=shared 

 
Interviews: Broadcast & Text 

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2022, December 19). How to spot AI generated text. MIT Technology Review. 
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/12/19/1065596/how-to-spot-ai-generated-text/  

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2023 January 19). ChatGPT: Is it possible to detect AI-generated text? EuroNews. 
https://www.euronews.com/next/2023/01/19/chatgpt-is-it-possible-to-detect-ai-generated-text  

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2023, April 17). Erdacht oder errechnet? Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung. Link: 
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/wissen/computer-mathematik/texte-von-chatgpt-oder-bard-technik-soll-bei-der-
erkennung-helfen-18820450.html  

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2023, February 7). Why detecting AI-generated text is so difficult (and what to do about it). MIT 
Technology Review. https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/07/1067928/why-detecting-ai-generated-text-is-so-
difficult-and-what-to-do-about-it/  

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2023, January 14). ChatGPT : comment détecter qu’un texte a été écrit par l’intelligence artificielle. 
Libération. https://www.liberation.fr/checknews/chatgpt-comment-detecter-quun-texte-a-ete-ecrit-par-lintelligence-
artificielle-20230114_FEFOSL2JCJAWBIDGDJEQOPGUSE/  

Chen, X. (2021, April). COVID-19 exposes gaps in language education — why there needs to be increased support 
[Interview]. Global News.  https://globalnews.ca/news/7781100/language-classes-covid-pandemic/  

Fyshe, A. (2023, February 3). 630 CHED. 

Fyshe, A. (2023, March 31). A local artificial intelligence expert was chosen to take part in the TED Talk series. CBC 
Edmonton AM. https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2188537923644  
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https://youtu.be/77cz9iUeDaY?feature=shared
https://www.technologyreview.com/2022/12/19/1065596/how-to-spot-ai-generated-text/
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https://www.faz.net/aktuell/wissen/computer-mathematik/texte-von-chatgpt-oder-bard-technik-soll-bei-der-erkennung-helfen-18820450.html
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/07/1067928/why-detecting-ai-generated-text-is-so-difficult-and-what-to-do-about-it/
https://www.technologyreview.com/2023/02/07/1067928/why-detecting-ai-generated-text-is-so-difficult-and-what-to-do-about-it/
https://www.liberation.fr/checknews/chatgpt-comment-detecter-quun-texte-a-ete-ecrit-par-lintelligence-artificielle-20230114_FEFOSL2JCJAWBIDGDJEQOPGUSE/
https://www.liberation.fr/checknews/chatgpt-comment-detecter-quun-texte-a-ete-ecrit-par-lintelligence-artificielle-20230114_FEFOSL2JCJAWBIDGDJEQOPGUSE/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7781100/language-classes-covid-pandemic/
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2188537923644


Fyshe, A. CBC Edmonton. https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2166035011549/  

Fyshe, Alona. (2021, August 26). Using Brain Imaging to Improve Neural Networks with Alona Fyshe. TWIML (This week 
in machine Learning). https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/the-twiml-ai/using-brain-imaging-to-rNnJRasbcP_/  

Fyshe, Alona. (2021, November 8). Understanding computer “brains” and human brains. AI4Society Podcast. 
https://www.listennotes.com/podcasts/ai4society-dialogues/ai4society-dialogues-s2e2-rYixoJ0AmjR/  

Fyshe, Alona. (2023, April 12). 'Important to sound the alarm': Edmonton AI expert weighs in on future of the 
technology. Global Edmonton. https://globalnews.ca/video/9618840/important-to-sound-the-alarm-edmonton-ai-
expert-weighs-in-on-future-of-the-technology/  

Fyshe, Alona. (2023, April 20). ChatGPT is 'the buzz' in Hamilton hallways. Is the AI language tool an opportunity or a 
'threat' to education? The Hamilton Spectator. https://www.thespec.com/news/hamilton-region/2023/04/20/hamilton-
education-chatgpt.html  

Fyshe, Alona. (2023, February 3). CTV Morning Edmonton. https://edmonton.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2614803  

Fyshe, Alona. (2023, January 11). ChatGPT A.I. program being used to cheat in school. CTV Your Morning (National).  
https://www.ctv.ca/shows/ctv-your-morning/chatgpt-ai-program-being-used-to-cheat-in-schools-s7e102  

Fyshe, Alona. (2023, January 29). 'Kind of remarkable': University of Alberta AI expert explains implications of ChatGPT. 
Edmonton Journal. https://edmontonjournal.com/news/local-news/kind-of-remarkable-university-of-alberta-ai-expert-
explains-implications-of-chatgpt  

Fyshe, Alona. (2023, January 30). Canadian universities crafting ChatGPT policies as French school bans AI program. 
Global News. https://globalnews.ca/news/9451143/chatgpt-education-canadian-universities/  

Rvachew, S. (2021, March 31).  Interview with Dr. Paul Roumeliotis. Technology: Modern Family Connections. Families 
Canada. 

Werker, J. (2022, November 22). The gift of gab: How babies come to learn language. The Ubyssey. 
https://www.ubyssey.ca/science/the-gift-of-gab-how-babies-come-to-learn-language/  

 
Articles in Popular Media 

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2020, June 15). Billion-Scale Investigation of COVID-19 Impact on Human Communication in 104 
Languages. Medium. https://mumageed.medium.com/billion-scale-investigation-of-covid-19-impact-on-human-
communication-in-104-languages-874b5a37beac 

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2021, March 5). How Deep Learning Actually Learns About Language. Medium. 
https://mumageed.medium.com/how-deep-learning-actually-learns-about-language-b3f95d752acd  

Abdul-Mageed, M. (2022, December 25). Arabic translation of ”How Deep Learning Actually Learns About Language.” 
Medium. https://mumageed.medium.com/ها

ُ
 be3c65595cef‐التعلم‐ العميق‐ كيف‐ يتعلمُ ‐ اللغات‐الطبيعية‐ وكيف‐ يُتقن

*Raymond, K., Hipfner-Boucher, K., & Chen, X. (2022, April 22). Supporting bilingual struggling readers. Let's Talk: Youth 
Psychology Blog. http://www.mcgillschoolpsychinstitute.com/raymon_et_al_blog.html  

Rvachew, S. (2021, April 20). Expertise in SLP Private Practice. Developmental Phonological Disorders. 
https://developmentalphonologicaldisorders.wordpress.com/2021/04/20/expertise-in-slp-private-practice/  

Rvachew, S. (2021, April 30). Phonology Assessment in SLP Private Practice. Developmental Phonological Disorders. 
https://developmentalphonologicaldisorders.wordpress.com/2021/04/30/phonology-assessment-in-slp-private-
practice/  

Rvachew, S. (2021, June 29). Phonological Analysis in Private SLP Practice. Developmental Phonological Disorders. 
https://developmentalphonologicaldisorders.wordpress.com/2021/06/29/phonological-analysis-in-private-slp-practice/  

Rvachew, S. (2022, April 29). SAC 2022: Follow-up on Assessment Tools. Developmental Phonological Disorders. 
https://developmentalphonologicaldisorders.wordpress.com/2022/04/29/sac-2022-follow-up-on-assessment-tools/  

Rvachew, S. (2022, July 10). Goal Selection for Progressive Phonological Change. Developmental Phonological Disorders. 
https://developmentalphonologicaldisorders.wordpress.com/2022/07/10/goal-selection-for-progressive-phonological-
change/  

Rvachew, S. (2022, September 16). Prosody and CAS. Developmental Phonological Disorders. 
https://developmentalphonologicaldisorders.wordpress.com/2022/09/16/prosody-and-cas/  
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Other (datasets, language models, corpus, YouTube videos) 

Elmadany, A., Nagoudi, E., & Abdul-Mageed, M. (2023). ORCA: A Challenging Benchmark for Arabic Language 
Understanding (arXiv:2212; Version 2) [Data set]. arXiv. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2212.10758  

Elmadany, A., Nagoudi, E., & Abdul-Mageed, M. (2021). ARBERT (v2) [Large-scale pre-trained masked language model]. 
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2101.01785  

Elmadany, A., Nagoudi, E., & Abdul-Mageed, M. (2021). MARBERT (v2) [Large-scale pre-trained masked language 
model]. https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2101.01785 

Elmadany, A., Nagoudi, E., & Abdul-Mageed, M. (2022). AraT5: Text-to-Text Transformers for Arabic Language 
Generation (Data set). Github. https://github.com/UBC-NLP/araT5  

*Farias Wanderley, L., *Zhao, N., & Demmans Epp, C. Negative language transfer dataset. GitHub. 
https://github.com/EdTeKLA/LanguageTransfer  

nehiyawewin (Plains Cree) Corpus https://github.com/EdTeKLA/IndigenousLanguages_Corpora  

*Raymond, K. & Chen, X. (2021, May 7). Supporting struggling readers in French immersion---Episode one. [Video]. 
YouTube. https://youtu.be/h7LaK7enWcI and Episode two https://youtu.be/_PwAfG6ZQz8  

 
APPENDIX B 

Knowledge Mobilization 
 

Ensuring Full Literacy Annual Meeting 

June 2020, Project Kickoff, Virtual 

Attended by: 
Academics (Co-Leads, Co-Applicants, Collaborators) 
Advisory Board Members 
Next Generation Scholars 
Industry Partners 
Community & Outreach Partners 

June 2021, 1st Annual Meeting, Virtual 

June 2022, 2nd Annual Meeting, Hybrid 
In person: OISE, University of Toronto, Toronto, ON 
See program here 

May 2023, 3rd Annual Meeting, Hybrid 
In person: University of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC 
See program here 

 
Speaker Series and Tapping the Tree 

Presentation (*HQP) 
Attended by Academics, Next Generation Scholars, & Partners 

Type of Event 

Children’s Reading Strategies on Paper and Screen 
*Dr. Kyle Levesque, *Dr. Klaudia Krenca 

Speaker Series 

Identifying the language skills that children need to succeed in learning to read: success and 
opportunities 

Dr. Hélène Deacon (Co-Lead), George Frempong (Delmore “Buddy” Daye Learning Institute, Partner) 
Speaker Series 

Project GAMEPLAY: can the application of machine learning to literacy gameplay data improve 
identification of struggling readers 

Dr. Jenny Thomson (Co-Lead) 
Speaker Series 

Diversity and Literacy Acquisition 
Dr. Susan Rvachew (Co-Lead), *Dahlia Thompson, *Carlos Perez Valle 

Speaker Series 

Home Literacy Environment and Early Bilingual Vocabulary Gaps 
Dr. Guofang Li (Co-Applicant) 

Speaker Series 

Surviving (and Thriving) as a Latina in Higher Education 
Dr. Julia E. Rodriguez (External) 

Tapping the 
Tree 

 
 
 

https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2212.10758
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2101.01785
https://doi.org/10.48550/arXiv.2101.01785
https://github.com/UBC-NLP/araT5
https://github.com/EdTeKLA/LanguageTransfer
https://github.com/EdTeKLA/IndigenousLanguages_Corpora
https://youtu.be/h7LaK7enWcI
https://youtu.be/_PwAfG6ZQz8
https://ensuringliteracy.ca/2022-annual-meeting/
https://ensuringliteracy.ca/2023-annual-meeting-vancouver/


EFL Newsletters 

January 2022 Newsletter June 2022 Newsletter January 2023 Newsletter 

March 2022 Newsletter September 2022 Newsletter April 2023 Newsletter 

 
EFL Articles 

Partner Spotlight: Eyeread, Inc Research Spotlight: Dr. Muhammad Abdul-Mageed 

Partner Spotlight: Mango Languages Ensuring Full Literacy Mid-Point and Annual Meeting Update 

Next Generation Scholar Spotlight: Diana Burchell The Task Matters Scoping Review 

Next Generation Scholar Spotlight: Klaudia Krenca 

 

Bridging the Gap: How the EFL - Shoelace Learning 
Partnership Is Revolutionizing Literacy Education 

 
Articles* by UBC Language Sciences Institute (Partner) 

Publish Date *Content about or related to the Ensuring Full Literacy SSHRC PG and the work of EFL members 

September 27, 
2023 

UBC Computer Science researchers receive Outstanding Paper Award for advanced solution to 
abusive language detection. 

September 10, 
2023 

Sensorimotor Foundations of Speech Perception in Infancy: Q&A with Dr. Janet Werker & Dr. Henny 
Yeung.  

August 8, 2023. Member Spotlight: Ifeoluwanimi Adebara.  

July 12, 2023 Amplifying Knowledge Mobilization: Ensuring Full Literacy SSHRC Partnership Grant Reaches Mid-
Point.  

March 2, 2023 UBC scholar, Ife Adebara, helping AI overcome its language barrier.  

December 5, 
2022 

Impacts of the COVID-19 disruption on the language and literacy development of monolingual and 
heritage bilingual children in the United States: Q&A with Xin Sun.  

October 6, 2022 Member Spotlight: Asma Afreen.  

July 7, 2022. Introducing Turjuman: A Public Tool for Neural Arabic Machine Translation.  

June 23, 2022 Member Spotlight: Dr. Mark Turin.  

June 2, 2022 Dr. Abdul-Mageed named Canada Research Chair in Natural Language Processing and Machine 
Learning.  

May 4, 2022 New Platform for Deep Learning Training Launches.  

December 1, 
2021 

The ABC’s of Language Development: A Look Behind the Cover.  

November 4, 
2021 

RSC Working Group develops recommendations for language and literacy development in response 
to COVID-19.  

August 18, 2021 Ensuring Full Literacy in a Multicultural and Digital World project receives BC Knowledge 
Development Fund (BCKDF) award.  

July 12, 2021 New book outlines the science of children’s language development, offers practical tips. 

June 7, 2021 UBC Language Sciences Institute ready to tackle society’s pressing problems.  

January 25, 
2021 

Interdisciplinary team to study how literacy is changing in a digital, multicultural, and COVID-hit 
world.  

August 20, 2020 Language Sciences members receive CFI grants for language research.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://app.cyberimpact.com/newsletter-view-online?ct=3dzwWZoWOPTApvb8SIIuK37vgvq39Bv6vY6sX20O0Dc8Hd5KDABxv0VSfX3oj1wBWSHjWMNfMXJpgLfsE8IGMg~~
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https://languagesciences.ubc.ca/news-events/announcement-story/dec-1-2021-abcs-language-development-look-behind-cover
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https://languagesciences.ubc.ca/news-events/announcement-research-news-story/jan-15-2021-interdisciplinary-team-study-how-literacy
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https://languagesciences.ubc.ca/news-events/announcement-research-news-story/aug-24-2020-language-sciences-members-receive-cfi


Infographics 

 

  
Activities for Reading Comprehension (ARC) 
is a research-informed tool to help 
hyperlexic preschoolers on the autism 
spectrum. 

SoundHunters is a free learning game aimed 
at revitalizing Indigenous languages. 

 
Tip sheets by the Canadian Children’s Literacy Foundation 

   
  

  
 
 

https://ensuringliteracy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/EFL-Infographic-Final.pdf
https://ensuringliteracy.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/Demmans-Epp-Final.pdf


 
The above tip sheets are available in seven languages: 

• English: https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-(English) 
• French: https://alphabetisationdesenfants.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Astuces-pour-les-familles-Francais 
• Spanish: https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-spanish 
• Tagalog: https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-Tagalog 
• Simplified Chinese: https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-Chinese 
• Punjabi: https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-Punjabi 
• Arabic: https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-Families-Arabic 

 
APPENDIX C 

Training & Mentoring 
 

Workshops and Training Events 
Attended by Trainees 

Presentation (*HQP) Type of Event 

Neural entrainment as an index of speech processing in language learners 
*Christine Moreau, *Christina Van den Bosch der Nederlanden 

Workshop 

Language and Literacy Learning in the Digital Era 
*Asma Afreen, Dr. Bonny Norton (Collaborator) 

Workshop 

Introduction to Deep Learning 
*Chiyu Zhang, Dr. Muhammad Abdul-Mageed (Co-Investigator) 

Workshop 

The Contribution of Oral Language to Reading Skills Among Emerging Bilingual Children in Canada  
*Dr. Klaudia Krenca, *Redab Al Janaideh, *Diana Burchell  

Workshop 

Conceptualization to implementation: how to get research into a form that can be used by the 
market 

Julia Rivard-Dexter (Shoelace Learning) 
Workshop 

The world of online data collection: Lookit and Pavlovia/Psychopy 
*Dr. Haykaz Mangardich, *Dr. Jennifer Campbell, Alyssa Yantsis 

Workshop 

Industry Partner Panel: Industry Careers for Researchers  
Lee Brighton (Virtro Entertainment, Inc.), Franzi Keller (Brain Vision Solutions), Nicole Wallace 
(SMART Technologies) 

Panel 

How to create accessible and engaging infographics 
*Diana Burchell, *Michelle Chin, *Michele Cheh 

Workshop 

Academic Job Market 
Dr. Drew Weatherhead (Co-Applicant) 

Workshop 

The Reading Brain, Deep Literacy, and the Digital World 
Dr. Maryanne Wolf , (Advisory Board Member) 

Training Event 

Machine learning as a primary analysis technique 
*Rohan Saha, *Richard Gerum 

Training Event 

Grad School to Workforce Panel 
Dr. Rebecca Reh, Dr. Christine Stager 

Panel 

An introduction to fNIRS 
Dr. Jeremy Burnison (US Scientific Consulting Lead at NIRx, Partner) 

Workshop 

 

https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-(English)
https://alphabetisationdesenfants.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Astuces-pour-les-familles-Francais
https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-spanish
https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-Tagalog
https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-Chinese
https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-families-Punjabi
https://childrensliteracy.ca/Tips-Resources/Resources/Tips-for-Families-Arabic


Mitacs Internships (Total Funding Received = $195,000) 

2022-2023 Can Computer-Assisted Language Learning Support Self-Monitored Learning Among English Language 
Learners and Learners with Reading Difficulties? 

Demmans Epp, C. (PI), Quillsoft Inc. (Partner), Wolf Creek Public Schools (Partner) 

  Mitacs – Accelerate Program 

  $60,000 

2022-2023 
Assessing Parent and Child Development in the IPALS Program 

Hudson Kam, C. (PI), Decoda Literacy Solutions Society (Partner) 

Mitacs – Accelerate Program 

$45,000 

2020-2022 
Putting Science of Literacy into the Hands of Canadians 
Deacon, H. (PI), Canadian Children’s Literacy Foundation (Partner) 

 
Mitacs – Accelerate Program 

$90,000 

 
Graduate Student and Postdoctoral Update 

• Hannah Whitehead: 2023/2024 IDRC Research Award, valued at ~$45,000 CAD 
• Mary Ball: 2022/2023 and 2023/2024 Mary Beatty Fellowship, valued at $10,000 CAD each 
• Shakhlo Nematova: 2023/2024 University of Delaware Doctoral Fellowship, valued at $30,000 USD 
• Spencer von der Ohe: 2022/2023 Alberta Innovates Graduate Student Scholarship, valued at $24,000 CAD 
• Daniela Teodorescu:  

o 2021 Alberta Innovates Graduate Student Scholarship, valued at $12,000 CAD 
o 2021 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, Canada Graduate Scholarship – Masters, 

valued at $17,500 CAD 
o 2022/2023 Alberta Innovates Graduate Student Scholarship, valued at $24,000 CAD 
o 2023 – 2025 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada Postgraduate Scholarship – 

Doctoral, valued at $63,000 CAD 
• Diana Burchell: 

o 2021 – 2023 SSHRC Canada Graduate Scholarships (CGS-D) Fellowship, valued at $105,000 CAD 
o 2023 University of Alberta – Faculty of Rehabilitation Medicine Postdoctoral Fellow Recruitment Award, 

valued at $100,000 CAD 
• Gisele Arevalo: 

o 2022 Dick Peter Graduate Scholarship, Faculty of Science, University of Alberta, valued at $1,200 CAD 
o 2022 FGSR Recruitment Scholarship, Faculty of Graduate Studies and Research, University of Alberta, valued 

at $5,000 CAD 
o 2023 Margaret Brine Graduate Scholarship for Women, Canadian Federation of University Women, valued 

at $2,000 CAD 
o 2023 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, Canada Graduate Scholarship – Masters, 

valued at $17,500 CAD 
• Shannon Clark:  

o 2021 Alberta Innovates Graduate Student Scholarship, valued at $12,000 CAD 
o 2021 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada, Canada Graduate Scholarship – Masters, 

valued at $17,500 CAD 
o 2022 Alberta Graduate Excellence Scholarship (AGES), Government of Alberta, valued at $12,000 CAD 

• Bruce (Yuyang) Nie, 2022, Best Student Paper at Educational Data Mining (Research), International Educational Data 
Mining Society (Honor) 

• Xin Sun: 2023 Banting Postdoctoral Fellowship, University of British Columbia, valued at $70,000/year CAD 

 
 
 



Alumni Update 

• Daniela Teodorescu has joined LMU Munich for her PhD, and will be working with Barbara Plank. 
• Bilal Ghanem accepted a Senior Quantitative Analysis and Data Science role at Gartner. 
• Fabrice Tanoh: 2022 ISSBD Developing Country Fellowship, started a faculty position at Université Peleforo Gon 

Coulibaly 
• Drew Weatherhead accepted an Assistant Professor position in the Department of Psychology and Neuroscience at 

Dalhousie University, Halifax, NS. 
• AJ Orena, accepted a Manager, Data Analysis position in the First Nations Education Steering Committee in 

Vancouver, BC. 
• Christina Vanden Bosch der Nederlanden accepted an Assistant Professor role in the Department of Psychology at 

the University of Toronto, Mississauga, ON. 
• Klaudia Krenca accepted a Researcher position at the Financial Consumer Agency of Canada. 
• Kyle Levesque accepted a Statistical Coordinator position at Public Services and Procurement Canada. 
• Alex Ryken accepted a Research and Assessment Associate position at the Thames Valley District School Board in 

London, ON. 
• Savannah Heintzmann has joined the School of Psychology at the University of Western Ontario for her PhD. 
• Sarah Dunphy is now a Phase 1 Medical Student at Memorial University of Newfoundland and Labrador. 
• Leah Brainin accepted a Knowledge Mobilization Coordinator role within the Ensuring Full Literacy SSHRC PG. 
• Kaitlyn Parks accepted an Applied Research Consultant role within the Canadian Children’s Literacy Foundation 

(Partner) team. 
 

APPENDIX D 
Changes to Governance, Management Structure, and Team 

 
Partner Additions 

Partner Name Justification /Function Contribution 
Type 

Date Joined 

BSTRO Partner for building the EFL website In-kind July 22, 2020 

Brock University Dr. Suzanne Curtin, Co-Lead, moved to Brock 
University in 2021. 

In-kind, Cash October 16, 2020 

Mango Languages Partner for Efficacy of Mobile-Assisted Language 
Learning project 

In-kind November 23, 
2021 

Wolf Creek Public Schools Partner for Can Computer-Assisted Language Learning 
Support Self-Monitored Learning Among English 
Language Learners and Learners with Reading 
Difficulties? project 

In-kind, Cash December 14, 
2021 

uLearnify Inc. Partner for a project to develop an application to help 
track and assess students 

In-kind, Cash December 22, 
2021 

Decoda Literacy Solutions 
Society 

Partner for Assessing Parent and Child Development in 
the IPALS Program project, a collaboration with Mitacs 

In-kind, Cash 
 

February 7, 2022 

Vancouver Public Library Planned collaborations include developing workshops 
and knowledge mobilization. 

In-kind October 18,2023 

 
Partner Withdrawals 

KidCare Canada The company ceased operations in 2021. In-kind  

Virtro Entertainment Inc. Priorities for the company shifted and diverged from 
the goals of the grant. 

In-kind, Cash  

University of Calgary Dr. Suzanne Curtin, Co-Lead, who was based at the 
University of Calgary at the beginning of the project, 
moved to Brock University in 2021. 

In-kind, Cash  

https://bstro.com/
https://brocku.ca/
https://mangolanguages.com/
https://ensuringliteracy.ca/projects-all/efficacy-of-mobile-assisted-language-learning/
https://ensuringliteracy.ca/projects-all/efficacy-of-mobile-assisted-language-learning/
https://www.wolfcreek.ab.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OERh_2vsb9g
https://decoda.ca/
https://decoda.ca/
https://www.vpl.ca/


Governance – Co-Lead Changes 

• Mark Turin, Associate Professor, Institute for Critical Indigenous Studies and the Department of Anthropology, 
University of British Columbia. Originally a Co-Lead before stepping down at the end of Year 3 of the project. Dr. 
Turin remains a member of the EFL Partnership Grant as a Co-Applicant. 

• Carrie Demmans Epp, Assistant Professor in the Department of Computing Science and Director of EdTeKLA 
Research Group at the University of Alberta. Dr. Demmans Epp was originally a Co-Applicant before stepping up into 
the role of Co-Lead of the Language Background and Culture Theme at the beginning of Year 4 of the project. 

 
Governance: Advisory Board Changes 

• Dr. Ludo Verhoeven, Professor at the Behavioural Science Institute in Radboud University Nijmegen. Dr. Verhoeven 
stepped down as an Advisory Board Member in May 2022. 

• Dr. Richard Aslin, Senior Scientist, Haskins Laboratories at Yale University. Dr. Aslin stepped down as an Advisory 
Board Member in June 2023.  

• Aliza Dhungana, Project Manager of IPALS at Decoda Literacy Solutions Society. Aliza joined the Ensuring Full 
Literacy Advisory Board in June 2022.  

• Dr. Adriana Bus, Professor in Learning Difficulties at the University of Stavanger, Norway. Dr. Bus joined the Ensuring 
Full Literacy Advisory Board in September 2022. 

 
Project Team – Co-Applicant Additions: 

• Dr. Alexis Black, Assistant Professor in the School of Audiology and Speech Sciences at the University of British 
Columbia. Dr. Black was previously a Collaborator before moving into a Co-Applicant position in April 2023. She is 
leading the Scaffolding word-learning in a digital learning environment project. 

• Dr. Christopher Hammerly, Assistant Professor in the Department of Linguistics at the University of British 
Columbia. Dr. Hammerly moved into the Co-Applicant position in February 2023. 

• Dr. Maria Arredondo, Assistant Professor at the University of Texas, Austin. Dr. Arredondo moved into the Co-
Applicant position in May 2021. 

• Dr. Drew Weatherhead, Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology and Neuroscience at Dalhousie 
University. Dr. Weatherhead was previously involved with work for the grant in her role as a postdoctoral fellow at 
the University of British Columbia, before moving into a Co-Applicant position in September 2020. She is leading The 
influence of culture on word learning project. 

 
Project Team – Collaborator Additions 

• Dr. Sonya Bird, Associate Professor, Linguistics, University of Victoria. Dr. Bird joined as a Collaborator in October 
2023. 

• Dr. Ioulia Kovelman, Professor of Psychology at the University of Michigan. Dr. Kovelman moved into a Collaborator 
position in January 2023. She delivered the keynote presentation, The Reading Brain, at the 2023 Ensuring Full 
Literacy Annual Meeting. 

• Dr. Erin Panda, Assistant Professor in the Department of Child and Youth Studies at Brock University. Dr. Panda 
moved into a Collaborator position in June 2022. 

• Dr. Geoff Hall, Professor and Head of the Department of Psychology at the University of British Columbia. Dr. Hall 
moved into a Collaborator position in March 2022. 

• Dr. Lauren Emberson, Associate Professor in the Department of Psychology at the University of British Columbia. Dr. 
Emberson moved into a Collaborator position in December 2021. 

• Dr. Colin Phillips, Professor of Linguistics at the University of Maryland. Dr. Phillips moved into a Collaborator 
position in July 2020. 

 



APPENDIX E 
Co-Applicant Research Fund  

 
Co-Applicant Research Fund (Total Funding Awarded = $94, 460) (* = HQP) 

App 
Num 

Research Team 
Co-

Applicant 
Institution 

Project Title 
Amount 
Awarded 

Project 
Timeframe 

Y1-1 

Carrie Demmans Epp 
Dorothy Thunder, 
*Delaney Lothian, 
*Daniela Teodorescu 

University 
of Alberta 

Learning nehiyawewin sound-to-
character mappings via technology 

$10,000 
January 1, 2021 
- March 31 2022 

Y1-2 

Bryan Gick 
Sonya Bird, Arian 
Shamei, Chloe Farr, 
*Yadong Liu 

University 
of British 
Columbia 

VR Literacy $10,000 
January 1, 2021 
- March 31 2022 

Y1-3 
Tony Herdman 
Muhammad Abdul-
Mageed, Alexis Black 

University 
of British 
Columbia 

Building Machine Learning Tools for 
detecting EEG & MEG events related 
to reading familiar and unfamiliar 
texts (Herdman, Abdul-Mageed, & 
Black) 

$10,000 
January 1, 2021 
- March 31 2022 

Y1-4 
Kaja Jasinska  
Becky Xi Chen 

University 
of Toronto 

Impact of interrupted schooling on 
the development of the brain’s 
capacity for reading: Examining a 
developmental sensitive period for 
reading in Syrian refugee children in 
Canada 

$10,000 
January 1, 2021 
- March 31 2022 

Y2-1 

Carla Hudson Kam 
Carrie Demmans Epp, 
Jenny Thomson, Julia 
Rivard Dexter, *Emily 
Sadlier-Brown, *Daniela 
Teodorescu, Bruce Nie 

University 
of British 
Columbia 

Error Analysis Project with 
Dreamscape 

$8,750 
August 1, 2021 - 

July 31 2022 

Y2-2 

Carrie Demmans Epp 
Julia Rivard Dexter, 
*Genaro Rebolledo-
Mendez, Maria 
Cutumisu, *Samira 
Hosseini, *Minghao Cai, 
Lydia Gonzalez Esparza 

University 
of Alberta 

Learner Affect and Meta-Affect 
During Engagement with Reading 
Games 

$14,870 
August 1, 2021 - 

July 31 2022 

Y2-3 
Mark Turin 
*Robert Hanks, Henny 
Yeung, *Elise McClay 

University 
of British 
Columbia 

UBC-DIVERSEcity Language and 
Literacy Project 

$840 
August 1, 2021 - 

July 31 2022 

Y3-1 

Carrie Demmans Epp 
Julia Rivard Dexter, 
Neesha Desai, 
*Minghao Cai, *Genaro 
Rebolledo-Méndez 

University 
of Alberta 

metaAffect $10,000 
January 1, 2023 
- December 31, 

2023 

Y3-2 
Drew Weatherhead 
Hélène Deacon 

Dalhousie 
University 

The influence of culture on word 
learning 

$10,000 
January 1, 2023 
- December 31, 

2024 



Y4-1 

Alexis Black 
Janet Werker 
Hélène Deacon 
*Sofia Cordeiro 
*Wilfred Tang 
*Ally Horan 

University 
of British 
Columbia 

Scaffolding word-learning in a digital 
learning environment 

$10,000 
July 1, 2023 – 
June 30, 2024 

 
Student Travel Fund 2022 (Total Funding Awarded = $1,369) 

• Carlos Perez Valle, PhD Student, McGill University. $500. 
• Dahlia Thompson, PhD Student, McGill University. $500. 
• Diane Burchell, PhD Student, OISE, University of Toronto. $369. 

 
APPENDIX F 

Collaborative Research Grants  
 

Collaborative Research Grants - Awarded 

2023-
2028 

Digital Natives: Understanding children's reading in a digital era 

Deacon, H. (Applicant), Demmans Epp, C. (Co-A), Thomson, J.M. (Co-A), Chen, X. (Co-A),  
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council - Insight Grant  
~$400,000 CAD 

2023-
2025 

I hate this lesson! Helping learners manage their affect during online reading lessons 

Demmans Epp, C. (PI), Cutumisu, M. (Co-I), Rivard Dexter, J. (Collaborator), Rebolledo-Mendez, G. 
(Collaborator), Shoelace Learning Inc. (Knowledge User) 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council – Insight Development Grant 

~$70,000 CAD 

2019-
2023 

Ensuring Full Literacy in a Multicultural and Digital World 
Werker, J. F. (PI), Abdul-Mageed, M. (Co-A) 

 

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council and Canada Foundation for Innovation – Funding to 
accompany the SSHRC PG and to support the partnership grant team 

$569,031 CAD – in total, including BCKDF and other matches 

 
Collaborative Research Grants - Submitted 

October 
2023 

The influence of language and culture on the development of lexical semantics systems in infants and 
toddlers 

Werker, J. F. (PI), Black, A. (Co-A), Curtin, S. (Co-A), Fyshe, A. (Co-A), Yeung, H. (Co-A), Sun, X. (Collaborator)  
Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council - Insight Grant 

 
 

 


